German 694 (GEC) Spring 2010


Life without God? 

Secularization and Society from the Enlightenment to the Present

 (Taught in English)
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Image source: http://www.ttf.org/index/journal/detail/whats-left-of-secularization

Instructor: Prof. May Mergenthaler 


Time: 1hr 18min, 2 ( week

Email: mergenthaler.4@osu.edu


Location: TBA 

Phone: (614) 274 5017



Course number: TBA



Office: 334 Hagerty Hall



Office Hours: TBA and by appt.

This course fulfills two GEC Categories: 

2. C. Breadth, Arts and Humanities (3) Cultures and Ideas  

4. Diversity (2) International Issues - Western (Non-United States) 
GEC Expected Learning Outcomes

2. C. Breadth, Arts and Humanities (3) Cultures and Ideas 
Goals: 
Students evaluate significant writing and works of art.  Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical 

listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience. 

Expected Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students develop abilities to be informed observers of, or active participants in, the 

visual, spatial, performing, spoken, or literary arts. 

2. Students develop an understanding of the foundations of human beliefs, the nature 

of reality, and the norms that guide human behavior. 

3. Students examine and interpret how the human condition and human values are 

explored through works of art and humanistic writings. 

(3) Cultures and Ideas Expected Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret major forms of human 

thought and expression. 

2. Students develop abilities to understand how ideas influence the character of human 

beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

4. Diversity (2) International Issues - Western (Non-United States) 
Goals: 
International Issues coursework helps students become educated, productive, and 

principled citizens of their nation and an increasingly globalized world.  
Expected Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students exhibit an understanding of some combination of political, economic, 

cultural, physical, social, and philosophical differences in or among the world's 

nations, peoples and cultures outside the US. 

2. Students are able to describe, analyze and critically evaluate the roles of 

categories such as race, gender, class, ethnicity, national origin and religion as 

they relate to international/global institutions, issues, cultures and citizenship.  

3. Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their 

own attitudes and values as global citizens.  

German 694 will satisfy the stated Goals and Expected Learning Outcomes in the following ways:
2. C. Breadth, Arts and Humanities (3) Cultures and Ideas 
· Students will improve their proficiency in analyzing, interpreting, and critically evaluating crucial philosophical, essayistic, and literary texts, with respect to their content, form, and historical contexts.  The focus of the analyses will lie on the conceptualization and representation of the changing relationships between religion and society in a modern world.  Students will also explore the impact that ideas can have on social reality. 
4. Diversity (2) International Issues - Western (Non-United States) 
· Students will learn to analyze, interpret, and critically evaluate how influential modern German, German-Jewish, and European authors have conceived of the relationship between religion and secularization, from various cultural and religious perspectives.  They will also learn to investigate and discuss the possible significance of those ideas for contemporary societies around the world.

· Students will explore past and current religious, cultural, and political conflicts and conflict resolutions, focusing on, but not limited to the relationships among secular, Christian, Jewish, and Muslim citizens and immigrants in German-speaking countries. 

· Students will improve their ability to communicate effectively, critically, and respectfully about various historical perspectives on religion and its changing roles in modern societies.

Course Description: 

In the past two decades, there have been many discussions about an alleged global resurgence of religion and the beginning of a “post-secular age”—discussions that have led to numerous publications, including vigorous attacks on and defenses of religion.  Important questions debated are whether religion and secularization promote or hinder national and international peace, social justice, and scientific development.  This course explores, from an interdisciplinary perspective, the theoretical and historical backgrounds of secularization and its possible significance for the present, combining the insights of philosophy, literature, psychoanalysis, and theology.  We will read highly influential texts by German and German-Jewish authors, including Kant, Marx, Herzl, Freud, Habermas, and Pope Benedict XVI, and investigate how they might help us understand and evaluate past and current relationships between religion and modern society as well as the ways in which these relationships are represented and conceptualized. 

Teaching Methods:

In this course, we will employ a variety of pedagogical approaches, including lectures, guest lectures, class discussions, and student presentations, as well as student-directed classroom activities, role play, and journals in order to achieve the GEC Expected Learning Outcomes.  By the end of this course, you should be able to interpret and critically discuss crucial modern concepts and representations of religion and society from an interdisciplinary point of view. 

Textbooks: 

Required:

• Kant, Immanuel, Allen W. Wood, and George Di Giovanni. Religion Within the 

Boundaries of Mere Reason and Other Writings. Cambridge texts in the history of 

philosophy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998. (ISBN-10: 

0521599644)

• Marx, Karl, and Friedrich Engels. On Religion. New York: Schocken Books, 

1964. (ISBN-10: 1566399408)

• Freud, Sigmund, James Strachey, and Peter Gay. The Future of an Illusion. New 

York: Norton, 1989. (ISBN-10: 1442133457)

• The other readings as well as additional texts and links will be made available on 

Carmen. All required books will be made available on reserve at Thompson Library.

Recommended: 

• Fulbrook, Mary. A Concise History of Germany (available at SBX)

• an edition of Jewish and Christian scriptures (Tanakh, Bible) (also available online)

Assessments and Grading: 

	• short weekly writing assignments (1 ½ to 2 pages or 350-500 words),

including one response to another student’s assignment
	
	20%

	• participation in class discussions and activities
	
	20%

	• one oral presentation, incl. handout (15 min.)
	
	10%

	• take-home midterm exam (3 to 4 pages or 750-1000 words)
	
	20%

	• individual research paper (8-9 pages or 2000 to 2250 words)
	
	30%


Grading Scale: 

	100-93 A
	79–77 C+
	

	 92–90 A-
	76–73 C
	

	 89–87 B+
	72–70 C-
	

	 86–83 B
	69–67 D+
	

	 82–80 B- 
	66–63 D
	below 63 E


Each assessment will be evaluated using a specific grading rubric. 

Description of Individual Assignments: 

1. Short Writing Assignments:
In connection with the readings, you will be asked to complete weekly short written assignments of varying design, including reflection papers, position papers, and journal entries.  Each week, one student’s assignment will be circulated to the whole class in advance and another student will write and present a brief response to it, in lieu of composing her or his own assignment that week.
These excercises will help you test and expand your understanding of the readings as well as reflect on them critically. 

2. Oral Presentations: 

On the second day of each week, starting the second week of the quarter, one or two students will prepare 15-minute oral presentations that introduce the class into a contemporary topic related to the week’s reading assignment. 
The aim of the oral presentation is to test and apply the religious and social concepts found in the readings to issues of contemporary concern.  Furthermore, it will provide you with the opportunity to practice prsenting a topic in a succinct and clear manner, to compose an informative handout, and to prepare and moderate a class discussion.  Finally, the presentation will allow you to begin working on the topic of your research paper and to test some of your first ideas in the classroom.   
In support of your presentation, you should prepare 1) a 1- to 2-page handout for your fellow students that summarizes the main points of your presentation and, if applicable, gives crucial evidence such as statistics and illustrations; and 2) a list of questions that you will use to lead the discussion. 

I will suggest a list of presentation topics and materials from which to choose, however, I also welcome you to discuss with me your own ideas for topics and additional materials.  Ideally, your presentation will provide the basis for your individual research paper, though you are not bound to the original topic.  If the topic of your presentation proves to be less productive than you initially thought, you may select a different subject for your individual research paper.
3. Take-home Midterm Exam:

The midterm-exam consists of three essay questions from which you will be asked to select one. You will be invited to discuss critically, as well as compare and contrast two of the readings from a specific point of view, based on background from the weekly written assignments, response papers, class discussions, oral presentations and lectures. 

The midterm exam will challenge you to synthesize the main ideas of the chosen texts and to evaluate them critically, taking into account their respective historical and cultural contexts as well as their particular discipline. 

4. Individual Research Paper:

Writing a research paper will enable you to explore critically and creatively the readings’ applicability to contemporary issues and to develop a research topic that is of interest to you. The assignment will also provide you with an opportunity to practice developing and supporting a thesis.  Furthermore, it will enhance your ability to employ relevant research techniques, including the composition and revision of an abstract, finding and evaluating useful sources, as well as using them correctly and productively.  
Your individual research paper can build upon your oral presentation.  In the research paper, you will be asked to present and explain the main ideas of one of the readings and to explore its applicability and/or relevance for a select contemporary discussion about the relationship between religion and society.  In addition to the primary texts, you are also encouraged to incorporate select, pertinent secondary literature.  You will compose an abstract of your paper, which will be discussed with the instructor and revised in accordance with the suggestions agreed upon in this discussion.  Previous assignments (written assignments, response papers, and oral presentations) can be used as resources.  Please review the Composition Policy under “Course Policies.”
Course Policies: 

Attendance Policy: The success of this course and the projected learning experience that it seeks to provide depends strongly on the students’ active participation in class.  Therefore, regular attendance is expected and required. Students may miss no more than two class meetings without a valid excuse (religious holidays, illness, family or other emergency situations).  Each additional unexcused absence will lower the overall class grade by a third of a grade.  Please notify the instructor via email if you need to miss a class; if possible, a day in advance.  If you miss a class due to illness, please bring a note from your doctor. 

Academic Misconduct: 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

Composition Policy & Academic Integrity:

Please take the time to read this statement about our composition policy, which refers to any written assignment that is handed in for a grade. 

• Out-of-class compositions should be neatly typed, double-spaced 12-point font Times new Roman, with 1.25-inch margins around, using the MLA guidelines.

• All written work submitted for a grade is expected to be handed in on time.

Please guard against plagiarism. 

All work you hand in for a grade, including homework, should be your own - unassisted by tutors, parents or friends. Handing in work that has been written by others of for which you have received outside assistance will be considered Academic Misconduct. 

You should not use another person’s exact words unless you put them into direct quotes and credit them with a citation. 

Paraphrases of someone else’s words should be credited with a citation. 

You should not use someone else’s ideas unless you give them credit in a citation. 

Because of the nature of the compositions you will be writing in this course, you should not have a great need for lengthy quotes. Avoid the strategy of filling up spaces with long quotations. Your instructor will not accept this type of work for credit. 

Please do not put yourself or your instructor in the position of having to deal with an academic misconduct case. Remember: Honesty is the best policy.

Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://ww.ods.ohio-state.edu/

Syllabus 

(subject to change)

Week 1: The Theory and History of Secularization (Introduction)

Topics: 

• Theories of secularization 
• The history of secularization around the world (Keddie)

• The notion of a contemporary “return of religion” (Keddie; Marty)

• Current debates about the roles of religion and spirituality in society (Marty)

Texts:

Day 2: Keddie, Nikki R. “Secularism and Its Discontents.” (2003) (16 pp.)
Marty, Martin E. “Our Religio-Secular World.” (2003) (6 pp.)
Week 2: Religion in the Public Sphere and Academic Freedom (Kant)

Topics: 

• Kant’s concepts of Enlightenment and freedom of scholarship

• Academic freedom today (focus on the U.S., comparison with Germany): debates  

  about teaching evolution and intelligent design; the charge of “liberalism” against 

  universities

Texts:

Day 1: Kant, Immanuel. “What is Enlightenment?” (1784) (6 pp.)
Day 2: First Amendment to the U.S. constitution (adopted on December 15, 1791)

The Academic Bill of Rights and the AAUP’s (American Association of University 

Professors) response (4 pp.)
Week 3: Rational Religion, Ethical Community, and Democracy (Kant)

Topics: 

• Kant’s ideas of a rational religion and an ethical community

• The ethical nature of democracy

• Religion in contemporary democracies; civil religion (esp. in the U.S. and in 

Germany)

• The ethics of religious communities today

Texts: 
Day 1: Kant, Immanuel. Religion Within the Boundaries of Mere Reason (1793/94) 

(sel.: “Preface,” 7pp.; section III: “The victory of the good principle over the bad and the foundation of an empire of God on earth,” 34 pp.) 
Day 2: The U.S. Constitution

Week 4: Romantic Religion and Private Spirituality (Schleiermacher)

Topics: 

• Schleiermacher’s notion of religion as a feeling and of the church as a family 

• The emotional aspects of established religions and religious practices today

• Alternative religions and spiritual movements
Text: 

Day 1: Schleiermacher, Friedrich. On Religion. Speeches to its Cultured Despisers. (1799) 
(first and fourth speech, 14 pp. and 22 pp.)

Day 2: no reading - work on midterm exam

TAKE-HOME MIDTERM DUE by 5pm in Carmen drop box (exact date tba)

Week 5: The Communist Critique of Religion (Marx)

Topics: 

• Marx’ critique of religion

• Religion in post-Socialist countries today (i.e.: former GDR [East Germany], Russia)

• Communism as religion (Michail Ryklin)

• Religion in contemporary (self-described) socialist regimes (Cuba, Venezuela, China)

• Contemporary atheisms in the wake of Marx

• Capitalism as religion 

Texts: 

Day 1: Marx, Karl. “Contribution to a Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, 

Introduction” (1843/44; publ. 1844) (12 pp.)
- - - . “Theses on Feuerbach” (1844; publ.1845) (2 pp.)
Day 2:
- - - . “Social Principles of Christianity” (1847) (1 ½ pp.)
- - - . On the Jewish Question. (sel.) (18 pp.)
Week 6: Religion as a Neurosis, Psychoanalysis as a Cure (Freud)

Topics: 

• Freud’s psychoanalytic understanding and critique of religion

• Current research on the psychology of religion (i.e. evolutionary psychology of religion)

• Contemporary scientific and psychological critiques of religion

Text:
Day 1: Freud, Sigmund. The Future of an Illusion. (1927) (ch. 1-6; 38 pp.) 

Day 2: - - - . The Future of an Illusion. (ch. 7-10; 28 pp.)

Week 7: The Idea of Zionism and the History of Israel (Herzl)

Topics: 

• The history and theory of Zionism

• The history of Israel & the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

• Contemporary views of Zionism

Texts: 

Day 1: Theodor Herzl. The Jewish State (1896) (sel.) (27-54 = 27 pp.; 91-110 = 9 pp.)

Day 2: - - - . Old New Land (1902) (sel.) (3-50 = 47 pp.)
Week 8: Religion after the Holocaust (Fackenheim, Metz)

Topics: 

• Judaism and Christianity after the Holocaust (the questions of “Galut” [exile] 

Judaism and Christian salvation; the justification of God in the face of evil)

• Reconciliation efforts between the churches, ecumenism

• The role of the churches under Nazism in Germany

• Jewish Life in contemporary Germany

• Global anti-Semitism today

Texts: 

Day 1: Fackenheim, Emil L. “Jewish Faith and the Holocaust, A Fragment” (1968) (8 pp.)
Day 2: Metz, Johann Baptist. “Christians and Jews after Auschwitz. Being a Meditation

Also on the End of Bourgeois Religion” (1980) (12 pp.)
1ST draft of ABSTRACT for RESEARCH PAPER due on Friday by 5pm in 

Carmen drop-box
Week 9: The Clash of Monotheisms and Civilization (Sloterdijk)

Topics: 

• Sloterdijk’s critique of the three monotheisms and his idea of “civilization”

• The alleged contemporary resurgence of religion and spirituality 

• Religious fundamentalisms today

• Current controversies (i.e. the Jyllands-Posten Muhammad cartoons controversy; 

the veil controversy; the role of religious laws in western democracies)

• The ethics of non-monotheistic religions; the rise of Buddhism in the “West”

• New atheisms (i.e. Dawkins, Hitchens)

Texts: 

Day 1: Sloterdijk, Peter. God’s Zeal. The Battle of the Three Monotheisms. Cambridge, 
UK; Malden, USA: Polity Press, 2009. (sel.: ch. 1-3: 48 pp.) (large print)
Day 2: - - - . God’s Zeal. (ch. 7-8: 39 pp.) (large print) 
Lessing, Gotthold Ephraim. “Ring Parable.” (2 pp.)
2nd draft of ABSTRACT for RESEARCH PAPER due on Friday by 5pm in 

Carmen drop-box
Week 10: The End of Secularization? (Habermas, Cardinal Ratzinger/Benedict XVI)

Topics: 

• Habermas’ notion of a rational and supra-religious public discourse

• Then Cardinal Ratzinger’s (now Pope Benedict XVI) concept of universal human values 

• Current inter-religious and religious-secular conflicts and resolutions (i.e. abortion; end-
  of-life care)

Texts:

Day 1: Habermas, Jürgen. “Notes on a Post-Secular Society” (12 pp.)

- - - . “Pre-political Foundations of the Democratic Constitutional State?” (29 pp.) 

(large print)
Day 2: Ratzinger, Joseph Cardinal (Pope Benedict XVI). “That Which Holds the World 

Together: The Pre-political Moral Foundations of a Free State.” (28 pp.) 

(large print)

RESEARCH PAPER due Friday of finals week by 5pm in Carmen 

drop-box
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